
Mother’s Day at Cross Creek I only recall one Mother’s Day 
when Cross Creek canceled breakfast. It was before 2004 when 
we were holding our services in the rented truck garage in Grain 
Valley. Missouri was experiencing heavy rains and Sni-river went 
out of its banks as the men were preparing Mother’s Day break-
fast. The waters rose rapidly forcing the evacuation of vehicles 
to the neighbor’s property on higher ground. The decision was 
made for us to cancel back then and in 2020 someone else is 
deciding that we’ll break the Mother’s Day traditional breakfast 
and worship service at Cross Creek. We are looking forward to 
the day when we can return to worship as we have in the past. 
Stay in and be safe until the alarms stop sounding. 
 
Livestreaming I’m thankful for the technology to livestream the 
daily devotionals, Bible Studies and worship services. Perhaps we 
are having more fellowship with our Lord than in years past. 
Some have said that these daily sessions have been a great 
help to cope with the troubling weeks. We will do our best to 
continue this way of communication. Also you should thank An-
nie for the endless hours she puts into making quality livestream-
ing possible for us. Vickie invests many hours scripting the Mon-
day classes to keep Chrissy and me in line so we can all bring 
meaningful messages to the viewers. While livestream keeps us 
connected it’s not the same as seeing each other in person. 
 
Giving Tremendously Thank you for your diligent giving to the 
Lord’s house during the down time. I’m so proud of you for trust-
ing God at this time. It’s thrilling for me as the pastor to see the 
generosity toward the benevolence fund. It’s amazing to see 
the outpouring of concern for the needy. I know the Lord has 
filled your hearts with compassion and you have responded to 
His invitation to join Him in His work. Thank you Cross Creekers; 
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you’ve made my day. 
 
Staying Home Are you stuck at home and unable to get out? Do you 
need groceries or other essential items? If you are in that position you 
can contact the church for assistance. Also if you start to feel ill with 
coughing, fever or flu-like symptoms don’t wait around and put it off 
like you may have done in the past. This junk can take your life in a 
hurry. That even includes me. 
 
Getting Back One of these days we’ll be coming back to worship to-
gether but I have a feeling things may have to be different than in 
the past. I suppose we’ll have to wait and see what the suggestions 
are for staying safe. I don’t foresee any type of strict enforcement to-
ward the church gatherings. 
 
God is still God Let’s remember whom it is we serve and who’s still in 
control of the world and everything that goes on in the world. This re-
minds me of my songwriter friend, Larry Selvey, who wrote a great 
song that Vickie and I sang on the last CD we recorded. Larry was in 
tune with God. His vision was such that he couldn’t see in front of him 
and only a little on the periphery. Larry knew a lot about suffering 
and pain. Some of the lyrics to his song went like this; Everything that 
comes to me must pass through Jesus’ love, be looked at up in 
Heaven, studied from above, oh Glory how He loves me, the Holy 
Lamb of God, I wish the world could see, everything that comes to 
me must pass through Jesus’ love. Here is a man who was blind, ar-
thritic in every joint, severe back issues and other issues. He always 
said that the problems he had didn’t arrive until Jesus looked them 
over and made sure Larry was able to handle it. Wow! What faith! 
Larry was a prayer warrior with a sweet spirit. We used to spend hours 
praying on our knees together at his house before getting into our 
music work.  I count it a privilege to have spent time with Larry.   
 
No May Calendar Since we don’t know what the future shut downs 
are for May there is no calendar of events at this time. When we 
know that we can have dinner and Bible Study again on Wednesday 
nights we’ll contact everyone through all the media we can use to 
let you know. So let’s stay in touch and see what the Lord has in store 
for Cross Creek.  
                                                             Love you, Pastor Ray 
 

Stephanie Martin 

When we give finan-
cial support to our 
ministry partners it’s 
good to hear updates 
and Stephanie Martin, 
whom Cross Creek 
and many individuals 
support.  Stephanie is 
very dedicated to 
send monthly updates 
to her supporters 
keeping us informed 
on what God is doing 
in her ministry world. 
We are proud of her 
and thankful that God 
invited us to join Him in 
this work. She works 
and she studies the 
word of God and we 
see the results of a life 
given to God. Please 
keep Stephanie in 
your daily prayer. 
 
 
 

“Character is what 
you are in the dark.” - 

Dwight L. Moody  
 

Verse for Meditation 
 

“Brethren, join in fol-
lowing my example, 
and observe those 

who walk according 
to the pattern you 

have in us.”  
Philippians 3:17 

 
 
 



Look Up! by Chrissy Kirkman 

We’ve all heard the phrase “Things are looking up!”  But what does 
it mean?  It means the situation is improving. Your problems are de-
creasing, and your opportunities are increasing. 
 
Cross Creeker, I want you to remember an important truth: Things 
will start to look up for you when YOU start looking up. 
 
In other words, your circumstances will improve when you stop 
looking at them and start looking at God. 
 
Over and over in the Bible, we see this phrase: “Lift up your eyes.” 
It’s another way to say, “Look up. Get your eyes off yourself and 
onto God.”  God said it to Moses.  He said it to Abraham.  Jesus 
said it to His followers. 
 
There’s an old rhyme that says, “Two men looked out from prison 
bars. One saw mud, the other saw stars.” In other words, one in-
mate looked down in despair, but the other looked up in hope. 
 
You have that same choice, and I hope that you choose to see 
the stars. God created every one of them! They're the exact same 
stars that were shining on the night of Jesus’ birth 2,000 years ago—
and King David saw the same stars 1,000 years before that, when 
he wrote these words: “When I look at the night sky and see the 
work of Your fingers—the moon and the stars you set in place—
what are mere mortals that You should think about them, human 
beings that You should care for them? . . . O Lord, our Lord, Your 
majestic name fills the earth!” (Psalm 8:3-4, 9 NLT). 
 
When we look up and see how big God is, it shrinks the size of our 
problems. Our problems never seem as big or as overwhelming 
when compared to the greatness of God. 
 
When facing a problem, why is it easier to focus on the problem in-
stead of focusing on God?  What action can you take this week to 
take in the beauty of God’s creation so you can take your eyes off 
your problems? 
 
 
Verse for Meditation: “Whatever you do, do your work heartily, as 
for the Lord rather than for men.” Philippians 3:17 
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Christianity &  
            Government 

“We cannot and 
must not sit back 

and allow the 
world’s secular anti-
truth system to de-
termine the prevail-

ing values of our 
day.”  

-Bill Bright  
 

Verse for Meditation 
“...bring to light what 

is the administration of 
the mystery which for 
ages has been hid-

den in God who cre-
ated all things; so that 
the manifold wisdom 
of God might now be 
made known through 
the church to the rul-

ers and the authorities 
in heavenly places.” 

Ephesians 3:9-10 
 
 

Christian Integrity 
 
“The Christian shoe-
maker does his du-
ty not by putting lit-
tle crosses on the 
shoes he makes, 
but by making 

good shoes.” - Mar-
tin Luther  

 

 

 



           Wisdom Comes from God Himself        
What is this wisdom that come from God? It is 

more than mental ability or moral goodness. To 

be wise is not the same as to be smart. Wisdom 

is skill, expertise, competence, and understand-

ing of how life works. In verses 2-6  of the first 

chapter of Proverbs we discover the purpose or 

effect of the wisdom of God contained in Solo-

mon’s proverbs:  

To know wisdom and instruction, to understand 

words of insight, to receive instruction in wise 

dealing , in righteousness, justice, and equity; to 

give prudence to the simple, knowledge and 

discretion to the youth—Let the wise hear and 

increase in learning, and the one who under-

stands obtain guidance, to understand a prov-

erb and a saying, the words of the wise and 

their riddles.    (Prov. 1:2-6) 

· Be humble enough to admit we don’t know 

everything. 

· See what the real issue is. 

· Know how to negotiate life. 

· Look down the road and see the conse-

quences of a particular choice. 

· Ability to see through what is false. 

· Someone who is teachable. 
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