
Twenty Nineteen passed at the 
speed of light from my perspec-
tive. We had a busy year at my 
house with little free time for 
recreation. At Cross Creek it 
feels like we accomplished a lot 
in spite of all the work we did at 
Vickie’s dad’s house in Bolivar. 
The church upgrades have our 
property looking better as we 
never give up on making our 
appearance the best we can 
with that which God gives us to 
work. The nursery got a facelift, 
the kids area upstairs got some 
new features last year, the air 
handlers on the front of the 
building have been hidden with 
new white fencing and the east 
end units are hidden from the 
West bound traffic which helps 
our curb appeal.  The new multi
-pane doors leading into the 
sanctuary are pleasant and in-
viting as you turn the corner to 
approach the place of worship. 
Thanks to all who made these 
upgrades possible. The covered 
patio, while not seen by most 
people, has been a fantastic 
addition for those of us who 
cook and smoke the meats out-
side. It has increased productivi-

ty in the rainy season when pre-
paring for the Cruise, Blues & 
Barbeque. Speaking of that 
event, it was rained out; only 
the second time in nine years. 
Pretty good track record if you 
ask me. Thank you Lord. 
On a sad note Cross Creek ex-
perienced huge losses this year. 
Four of our men left to be with 
the Lord - Bob Romines, a twen-
ty-year member, Kevin Brown-
ing, a nineteen-year member, 
RJ Frizzell, who came to our first 
Cruise, Blues & Barbeque, was a 
nine-year member. Then Jason 
Ward, attached to my family for 
several years but a Cross Creek-
er for about 3 years, was an in-
spiration to everyone with his 
incredible determination to be 
baptized in his illness. For a 
church our size this is a big hit to 
our fellowship. Each one fought 
his own unique battle with some 
form of cancer. Dear brothers, 
you are missed by the remain-
ing Cross Creekers. 
New Year 2020 
Let’s mention that America is 
entering the 2020 New Year in a 
better economy than any time 
in its history. There is now 11 tril-
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lion more dollars in stocks and 
401K’s than three years ago. Un-
employment is the lowest it has 
been in 50 years and food stamp 
recipients are at an all-time low. 
America has the strongest econo-
my in the world and leads the 
world in fuel production. Unfortu-
nately there are plenty of prob-
lems in our country too. In a ser-
mon last month I referred to a 
group of people in the world work-
ing to destroy America. It all 
makes sense actually when you 
think about it since America is the 
greatest Nation ever. Certainly we 
are the strongest nation in the 
world today as well as Israel’s long-
time ally. We know by scripture 
that (Ephesians 6:12) we do not 
wrestle against flesh and blood, 
but against principalities, against 
powers, against the rulers of the 
darkness of this age, against spir-
itual hosts of wickedness in the 
heavenly places. This same ruler of 
the darkness has been trying to 
destroy Israel and America for a 
long time. Each time he seems to 
be winning God causes something 
that frustrates his plans. This enemy 
is trying everything to weaken 
America and destroy Israel. In the 
future he will have success but we 
pray we don’t see it. NOW is the 
time for every Christian to pray for 
our country. We are at “the time 
of the end” and I plead with every 
Cross Creek member, fall on your 
knees before the King of Kings and 
Lord of Lords and plead that God 
gives us the strength to finish well. 
That should be our goal! Finish 

Well!  Pray for America to turn to 
our Savior Jesus Christ and for us to 
have the drive and urgency to 
share the salvation message of 
Christ Jesus with those in our path. 
  
 
Pray for Church Growth 
Cross Creek has experienced slow 
growth for 20 years now. Not all 
that many years ago it was not un-
usual to have 20-30 people in at-
tendance for Worship Service. The 
growth has been slow like an Oak 
tree but oh so strong - able to with-
stand storms that life brings. We 
must be the nutrient that brings 
new life into Cross Creek. To finish 
well means that we will be in-
volved in Kingdom growth right 
here at home. FINISH WELL.  Happy 
New Year! 
 

 

 

On January 16 we will be visiting 
Leila’s Hair Museum in Independ-
ence. The Victorian Hair Workers 
International Presents Art of Mourn-
ing by Hayden Peters from Mel-
bourne, Australia. We will need to 
leave the church at 9:30 AM to 
car pool. The cost is $15 for 65 and 
younger, and $7.50 for seniors. Af-
ter the lecture, we will head 
to Islamorada Fish Company at 
Bass Pro in Independence! 

Black Bear Diner is a 
restaurant chain in the 
Western United States 
which serves home-
style and "old-
fashioned" comfort 
foods. The first restau-
rant was opened in 
Mount Shasta, Califor-
nia in 1995, founded 
by Bruce Dean and 
Bob & Laurie Manley. 
The company is based 
in Redding, California. 
Meet us here at the 
church Thursday, Jan-
uary 2 at 10:30 AM we 
will car pool to the 
Black Bear Diner on 
Little Blue Pkwy, Inde-
pendence, for lunch.                     
                              Thanks, 
                               Frankie  
 

Men’s Breakfast 

Men; you will have your 

monthly Breakfast Satur-
day, January 18th, 2020 

at 8:00 AM at Perkins on 

39th St., Independence. 

Please invite your neigh-

bor or a friend to join us. 

It’s a good time to fel-

lowship with other men 

in our community.  

Ladies Out to Lunch! 

Ladies Day Trip 



NO MATTER HOW TERRIBLY YOU’VE MESSED UP, GOD OFFERS MERCY!   

No matter what you’re going 
through, you can live with 
hope.  That’s the consistent, most 
i m p o r t a n t  m e s s a g e  o f 
theBible.  God will always treat you 
with grace and mercy! 
 
Peter writes to those who are al-
ready believers, “Praise be to the 
God and Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ!  In His great mercy He has 
given us new birth into a living hope 
through the resurrection of Jesus 
Christ from the dead,” (1 Peter 1:3 
NIV). 
 
The more we understand grace, the 
more we’ll be amazed by it!  It’s 
completely undeserved.  It’s totally 
unmerited.  It is not something you 
could earn or work for.  It’s a free 
gift of God’s mercy. 
 
You can’t make God love you any 
more than He loves you right 
now.  You can’t make Him love you 
any less.  His love is based on His 
mercy for you.  That’s sometimes 
hard to wrap our heads around be-
cause, as humans, we are incapa-
ble of loving like that.   
 
God’s Word tells us, “But when the 
kindness and love of God our Savior 
appeared, He saved us, not be-
cause of righteous things we had 
done, but because of His mer-
cy.  He saved us through the wash-
ing of rebirth and renewal by the 
Holy Spirit,” (Titus 3:4-5 NIV). 
 
This is extremely important to under-
stand.  When you make mistakes as 
a believer, God doesn’t get mad at 
you.  God doesn’t want to get even 
with you.  God doesn’t start plan-
ning to mess up your life.  God AL-

WAYS acts in mercy toward you be-
cause you’re covered in the blood 
of Jesus Christ when you’ve ac-
cepted Him as Savior.  That’s why 
God responds in mercy every time 
you mess up.  And THAT can give 
you hope!  This is why we love to 
sing: 
“All my hope is in Jesus 
Thank God my yesterday’s gone 
All my sins are forgiven 
I’ve been washed by the blood!” 
 
Cross Creeker, you don’t have to 
run and try to hide in the darkness 
with your shame.  Those burdens 
are too heavy for you to car-
ry.  God sees you where you are 
and wants you to lay those burdens 
down at His feet.  He’s ready to for-
give and heal you with His arms 
open wide!   
                        By Chrissy Kirkman 
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Wednesday night din-
ners begin at  6:00 
PM.  The cost is $5.00 
a person for ages 7 
years through adult. 6 
years and under are 
$3.00.  The menu for 
the month is listed on 
the right.  
Please sign-up on the 
list on the information 
table each week. If 
you are running late 
that night, please call 
the church so we can 
set aside the proper 
number of meals for 
you.   
 
Jan. 8, Chicken Pot Pie, 

cottage cheese, sweet 

potatoes, salad & des-

sert. 

Jan. 15, Roast Beef, 
mashed potatoes, gra-
vy, corn, carrots, cot-
tage cheese, salad & 
dessert. 

Jan.22,, Sloppy Joes, 
Mac’ & cheese, corn, 
cottage cheese, salad 
& dessert. 

Jan. 29,Chili & Hot 
Dogs, corn bread, 
chips, cheese & 
crackers, salad & des-
sert 

 
 

WEDNESDAY NIGHT 

IS FAMILY NIGHT! 

We will not have Ladies' Night 
out during January or Febru-
ary.  March will be announced 
at a later date.  
  
New Christian movie coming 
out in March so may start our 
new "season" with that. 
 
Thank you! 
 
Dixie 
 

LADIES NIGHT OUT 



             LIFE LINE SCREENING                FROM YOUR PASTOR AND WIFE        

We will be hosting Life Line Screening event 
Saturday, January21st.  This is sponsored by 
The University of Kansas Health System.  
Catch a health problem before it goes too 
far. Life Line Screening, recognized with an 
A+ rating by the Better Business Bureau, of-
fers a 5-test package to thoroughly check 
you for risk of stroke, cardiovascular disease 
and other chronic conditions. The combina-
tion of these tests helps detect problems—
before you have symptoms and while you 
and your doctor can still take action…so 
you can keep doing the things you love. 
Pick up flyer on the welcome table and call 
the 888# to register. 

Who share equal responsibilities, it’s hard to ex-
press our gratitude since words don’t project 
the emotional feelings we have for being or-
dained by God to hold these positions at such a 
loving church family.  There isn’t another circle 
of friends we’d rather have had to celebrate 
our Golden Anniversary than you. The 2019 
Christmas Dinner was the best one we’ve expe-
rienced in the many years of Cross Creek. Your 
Christmas gifts to us are very much appreciat-
ed. We know that giving cash at Christmas 
comes with sacrifice. Thank you for your love 
and support. We enjoyed a very relaxing and 
much needed vacation from the stress for 10 
days. It was the perfect vacation because so 
many of you were praying for us every day that 
we were away.    
                                             Thank you  
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