
The wind has been strong for several days now and the trees 
have lost their leaves. Just a week ago we trimmed the tree on 
the southwest corner of the church. The tree was full of leaves 
making the limbs hard to handle in strong wind. It was a healthy 
looking tree. The leaves were mostly green with an occasional 
deep burgundy leaf intermingled with the green. Today, one 
week later, the tree has been stripped of its beauty and its 
leaves are swirling around ending up on someone else’s proper-
ty. Life and beauty have disappeared from the trees for this sea-
son.  In six months, the trees will reproduce leaves we’ll miss all 
winter. I’m already looking forward to spring. Looking out the 
glass doors, dry brown leaves are blowing across the parking lot 
like a scared cat running for its life. 
 
Fall can be depressing, or with the proper outlook we can view 
it as positive. It depends on what goes through our mind.  The 
Bible says the life we live is no more than a vapor that lasts only 
a moment then it’s over and gone (James 4:14). It also com-
pares life to grass, plants and flowers that grow up very quickly 
then wither away (Isaiah 40:7). What if the Holy Spirit is speaking 
through this article to motivate us to draw near to the Father? 
That the season of life in which we find ourselves draws near its 
end? You often hear me say; we are at least 7 years from the 
end.  The time of the end is similar to the leaves on the trees. 
They look good one day but the cold nights come, days are 
shortened then howling winds rip them from the branches, slam-
ming them to the ground to be tossed in every direction. It’s 
much like the lives we live today. Other leaves on the branch 
you were close to and dearly loved are gone and you don’t 
know to where they’ve been blown. But there is one thing you 
know. Even when life gets tough and tears you up God is still in 
control; always, every time. The Praise Team is working on a 
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popular song, “There Was Jesus” that tells the story of one man’s life, 
that through every hard and difficult time, even when he didn’t 
know it or couldn’t see it, there was Jesus! He never left the man 
through all his trials and troubles. I can assure you that Jesus is here 
today and watches over you and me every moment of life. That is 
comforting. We know however there is a generation that will be alive 
in the end time. It could be us. What if it is us? Comparing current 
events to scripture prophecy we could see the time of the end. It 
could be tomorrow or 20 years from now but it’s coming. I wonder 
how many will fall away from the church in the next 5 years because 
it’s gotten too difficult to be a Christian in America. Will you stay? Are 
you determined to serve Jesus to the end of life no matter what 
comes your way? Now is the time to make that commitment. 
 
It’s time to celebrate Jesus through Christmas again. Jesus, the Son 
of the Living God who came because we are sinners who can’t af-
ford to pay the sin price. He loves us so much and wants to spend 
eternity in heaven with us that He bought you back from the devil 
himself. Now that’s something to celebrate! I hope that we all enjoy 
our family gatherings as well as getting together for our Cross Creek 
Christmas Dinner December 13th following the morning worship ser-
vice. 
 
Vickie and I want to communicate to our church family how thankful 
we are to be at Cross Creek and that we are very thankful to have 
received the generous gift for Pastor Appreciation Sunday along 
with all the cards filled with kind words of appreciation and encour-
agement. We each feel fortunate to have pastored only one church 
for all these years. There have been only a handful of times that I 
have even preached to any other congregation other than when 
I’ve been in Guatemala. It’s a little strange to even do that. I feel 
most at home when I’m looking over the pulpit at my Cross Creeker 
family. Thank you again Cross Creekers. Merry Christmas to you all. 
 
 

THE DNA OF JOY by 
Greg Surrett 

Is it possible to have 

joy at all times, re-

gardless of our cir-

cumstances? Though 

it was written from a 

prison cell, Paul's letter 

to the Philippians ex-

udes joy and grateful-

ness. Throughout this 

study, we will be tak-

ing a look at what Phi-

lippians can teach us 

about the DNA of Joy: 

what joy truly is, how 

we can find it, how 

we can keep it, and 

how we can have it ... 

Join us on Wednesday 

night at 6:45. 

Men; you will have 

your monthly Break-
fast Saturday, De-

cember 19th, 2020 at 

8:00 AM at Sandy’s in 

Blue Springs. Please 

invite your neighbor 

or a friend to join us. 

It’s a good time to 

fellowship with other 

men in our communi-

ty.  

MEN’S BREAKFAST 
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SATAN’S PREDICTABLE PATTERNS by Chrissy Kirkman 

You can’t defeat temptation if you don’t understand how it works. 
 
Satan doesn’t have any new ideas. He’s used the same tempta-
tions over and over since he was cast out of Heaven. The tactics he 
used on Adam and Eve, he’s still using today. 
 
God had clearly told Adam and Eve they could eat from any tree 
in the garden except the tree of knowledge of good and evil. 
When Satan tempted Eve, he asked her, “Did God really say to not 
eat this?” And then he said, “Go ahead and try it. You’re not going 
to die if you eat this! You’re going to be a god yourself.” 
 
Satan uses that same pattern in your life every day. First, it starts 
with a wrong desire inside you, like envy, lust, or impatience. Or it 
starts with a right desire, like for food or sex or love, but with the 
temptation to fulfill it in the wrong way at the wrong time. Satan 
can take any desire and make it destructive. 
 
Then, he causes you to doubt God’s Word and whispers, “Did God 
really say that?” He takes the seed of your doubt and grows it into 
a lie he knows you are vulnerable to accepting. Behind every sin is 
a lie you choose to believe. Remember, Satan is crafty. He knows 
where in your life you are most likely to fall, and he focuses on turn-
ing your doubt into full-blown deception. 
 
When you believe Satan’s lie, you’re saying, “I know what will make 
me happy more than God does.” You legitimize your wrong desire. 
You convince yourself it’s not that bad. And then you fall into diso-
bedience. 
 
The Bible says, “Anyone you forgive, I also forgive. And what I have 
forgiven—if there was anything to forgive—I have forgiven in the 
sight of Christ for your sake, in order that Satan might not outwit us. 
For we are not unaware of his schemes.” (2 Corinthians 2:10-11 
NIV). 
 
God doesn’t want you to be ignorant of how Satan works, be-
cause when you understand Satan’s tactics, you can see him com-
ing with his schemes. The key is not resisting your temptations but 
knowing how to respond to Satan’s predictable patterns! 
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Wednesday night din-

ners begin at  6:00 PM.  

The cost is $5.00 a per-

son for ages 7 years 

through adult. 6 years 

and under are $3.00.  

The menu for the month 

is listed on the right.  

Please sign-up on the 

list on the information 

table each week. If you 

are running late that 

night, please call the 

church so we can set 

aside the proper num-

ber of meals for you.   

Dec. 2, Chicken & Noo-
dles, mashed potatoes, 
veggies,  salad & des-
sert. 

Dec. 9, Spaghetti & 
Meatballs, green 
beans, cottage cheese, 
garlic bread, salad & 
dessert  

Dec. 16, Chicken Pot 
Pie, cottage cheese, 
salad & dessert. 

Dec. 23, Navy Beans &  
Chicken Enchilada 
soup, corn bread, 
chips, cheese & crack-
ers, salad & dessert. 

Dec. 30, Meatloaf, Mac’ 
& cheese, corn, cot-
tage cheese, rolls, salad 
& dessert  

WEDNESDAY SUPPER 



    CROSS CREEK CHRISTMAS DINNER                           LADIES DAY OUT 
Following our morning worship service 
on December 13, we will enjoy our annual 
Cross Creek Christmas dinner.  Please come 
and bring a salad or dessert, as well as a 
friend!  Ham, brisket, mashed potatoes, gra-
vy, green beans, yams, rolls, and drinks will 
be provided by the church.  To ensure eve-
ryone's safety, servers will wear gloves and 
masks will be required when going through 
the line. Please sign up if you plan to at-
tend.  We hope to see you there! 
 
 

 

 

It won't be long - Christmas is on it's 
way!   December 17, 2020 at 2-4 PM  
the ladies will meet for their Christmas Par-
ty!   We will have devotions, games, FOOD 
and surprise! gifts.  You are asked to bring a 
favorite Christmas snack or dessert and a 
"can good or food item " one wrapped as a 
gift. It can be in a used gift bag or wrapped 
in old paper - even newspaper!    
After the year we've all been through, it's 
time to have a little (or a lot) of fun.   
Come and join us for a night of Christmas 
celebration!                                      
                                              Dix 
Please note this is during the day and will be 
through the winter months. Ladies Day Out! 
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THE CHURCH ON A MISSION 

WORSHIP THE LORD IN THE BEAUTY OF HOLINESS! PSALM 96:9  NKJV 

THANK YOU CROSS CREEKER’S FOR THE 

277 OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD SHOES 

BOXES. PRAISE THE LORD!!! 


