
Another year has come and gone. Praise Ye The Lord! I’m glad 2020 

has passed but I may be hoping it was back if America loses its Consti-

tution. We pray the Lord to keep us in His protective arms. We know 

that even in the most difficult times of our life on earth that God is nev-

er absent. It’s so important that we don’t miss seeing God in every trial. 

Reading the life of King David in the Old Testament perhaps we can 

relate to what God took David through preparing him for the calling 

God intended for this King of Israel. How many times was his life threat-

ened and how many close calls did he have on the way to the throne? 

All his life, people made fun of him, tried to kill him and remove him 

from his Kingdom. King David was a man after God’s own heart. He 

honored God even when he would have been justified in killing King 

Saul, his enemy; but he spared Saul’s life on more than one occasion. 

He would not kill “the Lord’s anointed”. 

 

God has taken my family through times when I wondered if we would 

survive. Our daughter being so ill for more than a year and close to 

death on several occasions. Those are hated trials; but my God was 

faithful to walk us through those times - leading all three of us every 

step of the way. We all three agree that we are, in part, what we are 

today because of trials. Today we don’t walk in fear because of those 

trials. We learned to cry out to God when we faced trials and that we 

can depend on Him. If you’ve noticed, we are a close family. We cher-

ish every moment we get to spend together. Serving the Lord God, as 

we do at Cross Creek, is an incredible honor. I can assure you all that 

trials in the Christian walk are preparation for what the Lord has next. 

Occasionally we’ve been asked; “why do you work so hard”? Bottom 

line is; we love the Lord and He has been so good to us that we could 

never work too hard to honor Him for what He has done. 
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Look, we are in the time of the 

end; we don’t have much time 

left to serve our faithful Savior. Re-

member I often say from the pul-

pit, “...my desire is to finish well!” 

I’m tired at the end of every day 

and I praise God that He gives me 

strength to get up refreshed each 

day with praise in my heart for His 

blessings. Unless the Lord snatches 

us up out of this world we got our 

hands full just trying to live in the 

devil’s economy. I pray each 

morning for the Lord’s protection 

for our church family. I suggest 

that each of us have a prayer 

plan and a big Bible reading strat-

egy to prepare for the year 2021 

and beyond. It’s going to get nas-

ty and only warriors who are 

dressed for spiritual battle will sur-

vive. How much longer will the 

Lord God leave his bride on earth? 

I’m sure He must be longing for the 

day He ushers His blood-bought 

bride to the Marriage Supper of 

the Lamb. As much as He longs for 

that event He won’t come one 

moment early. He will wait for the 

Father to raise His hands to silence 

the ever- praising angels and an-

nounce; “Son, it’s time for the 

trumpet sound!” 

1 Thessalonians 4:16-18 reminds us, 

“For the Lord Himself will descend 
from heaven with the shout, with 
the voice of the archangel, and 

with the trumpet of God. And the 
dead in Christ will rise first. Then we 
who are alive and remain shall be 
caught up together with them in 

the clouds to meet the Lord in the 
air. And thus we shall always be 

with the Lord. Therefore comfort 
one other with these word.” This is 

exactly what we’ve been waiting 

for and my friends the end is near! 

I want to comfort you with these 

words. The Lord is coming! It’s go-

ing to be soon! Are you ready? 

One of the very last words written 

in Revelation is; “He who testifies of 

these things says, Surely “I am 

coming quickly”. Amen. Even so, 

come, Lord Jesus.” 

 

In my closing thoughts I want to 

say that Cross Creek had a won-

derful Christmas dinner in the fel-

lowship room. It was delightful to sit 

with brothers and sisters and enjoy 

the meal and laughter as we cov-

ered so many subjects. Thanks to 

all of you who prepared the food 

for the dinner and those of you 

who helped clean up and get 

things back in order.  

 

Business Meeting 
January 13 at 6:45 PM 

Wednesday evening 

January 21, 2021 
come and join us in 
the fellowship hall from 
2 - 4 p.m.  Come share 
your thoughts, hopes 
and dreams for the 
new year.  Hopefully, 
you will make a New 
Year's resolution to join 
us every 3rd Thursday 
of each month for de-
votions, food, games 
and a time of shar-
ing.  If you have ideas 
for programs in the fu-
ture, please let me 
know.  Would love to 
have your thoughts 
and of course, as al-
ways, your  
prayers.  Happy New 
Year! 
 
                 Dix 

Men’s Breakfast 

Men; you will have your 
monthly Breakfast Satur-
day, January 16th, 2021 
at 8:00 AM at Sandy’s 
Restaurant, Blue Springs. 
Please invite your neigh-
bor or a friend to join us. 
It’s a good time to fel-
lowship with other men 
in our community.  

   LADIES DAY OUT                        



 
Where Has God Shown Up?  by Chrissy Kirkman 

God wants us to be intentional 
about our thankfulness daily.  It’s a 
spiritual habit He wants us to devel-
op, one that’s reflected in the life of 
a radical believer. The more deeply 
you understand God’s love, the 
more grateful you’ll be. 
 
So, what does it mean to be radi-
cally grateful? 
 
The Bible says in 1 Thessalonians 
5:18, “Give thanks in all circum-
stances; for this is God’s will for you 
in Christ Jesus” (NIV). THAT is radical 
gratitude. In every circumstance 
give thanks, because it’s God’s will 
for your life. 
 
You can thank God in every cir-
cumstance because He is in con-
trol. God can bring good out of evil. 
He can turn around the worst mis-
takes you’ve made. No matter 
what happens, God won’t stop lov-
ing you. You can find a hundred 
things to be thankful for in any cir-
cumstance, even when the circum-
stance stinks.  
 
Some days, thankfulness can feel 
like Mount Everest; that’s an indica-
tion it’s time to flip the script.  When 
you struggle to feel thankful for any-
thing, start looking for the places 
God has shown up in your day, your 
week, your year, your 
life.  Acknowledge to Him your grat-
itude for His continuous provision 
and the ways He shows up for you… 
and watch how your life begins to 
transform. 
 
We have all felt how challenging 
the year 2020 was.  At times, it was 
hard to feel positive or thankful 
about anything.  BUT GOD SHOWED 

UP.  He was always moving, work-
ing, providing, making a way, lov-
ing, forgiving, offering grace.  Were 
we paying attention?  Did we even 
notice?  Did we express radical 
gratitude to Him?  Did we 
acknowledge the ways He showed 
up for us? 
 
Radical gratitude - being thankful in 
all circumstances - is God’s will be-
cause it creates fellowship! 
 
Gratitude always builds deeper re-
lationships between you and other 
people and between you and 
God.  If you want to get closer to 
someone, start expressing gratitude 
to that person. Let them know 
where you saw them show up and 
let them know how much you ap-
preciated it.  It’s time for Cross 
Creek to go deeper in our relation-
ship with each other and with God. 
 
Cross Creek’s theme for 2021 is 
“Where Has God Shown Up?”  We 
will be intentional about acknowl-
edging the places and ways God 
has shown up for us individually, as 
His church body, in our families, in 
our community, in our country, and 
in our world.  I’m committing to 
make a list in my prayer journal of 
the ways God is showing up for 
me.  I’m praying God will prepare 
your hearts to be ready and willing 
to share testimonies of places God 
has shown up for you, too, this 
year!  TO GOD BE THE GLORY, 
GREAT THINGS HE HAS DONE! 
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Wednesday night din-
ners begin at  6:00 
PM.  The cost is $5.00 
a person for ages 7 
years through adult. 6 
years and under are 
$3.00.  The menu for 
the month is listed on 
the right.  
Please sign-up on the 
list on the information 
table each week. If 
you are running late 
that night, please call 
the church so we can 
set aside the proper 
number of meals for 
you.   
 
Jan. 6, Sloppy Joes, 
Mac’ & cheese, veg-
gies, cottage cheese, 
salad & dessert. 

Jan. 13, Roast Beef, 
mashed potatoes, 
gravy, carrots, cot-
tage cheese, salad & 
dessert. 

Jan. 20, Pork Chops, 
cheesy potatoes, cot-
tage cheese, corn, 
salad & dessert. 

Jan. 27,Chili & Hot 
Dogs, corn bread, 
chips, cheese & 
crackers, salad & des-
sert 

 
 

WEDNESDAY NIGHT 

IS FAMILY NIGHT! 



THE GRACE AWAKENING MONDAY MORNING  

Beginning January 18th at 10 am we will start a 
new study “The Grace Awakening.” Grace can 
give you freedom. Freedom to be creative, 
spontaneous. Freedom to think outside the box. 
Grace can make you want to know God, to be 
close to Him. Grace can cure your fears, im-
prove your outlook, help you look at life through 
the lens of joy rather than the fog of pessimism. 

Grace can strengthen your relationships, giving 
you freedom to be yourself—and freedom to let 
others be themselves—without feeling a need 
to judge, control, or manipulate one another. 
And yes, grace is God’s incredible gift to each 
of us that shows His love daily in overflowing 
measures, giving us reason for hope and joy. 

For the growing number of people who feel 
that there should be something more to their 

walk with God than the sometimes grim face of 
religion, The Grace Awakening offers a glorious 
alternative: the truth that sets us free. 
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THE CHURCH ON A MISSION 

Thank you Cross Creek for your faithfulness to 

our Heavenly Father, for loving our family and 

providing for our needs. It’s a joy to serve a 

loving Church like you. Merry Christmas Cross 

Creek, we love you!  

                       Pastor Ray and Vickie 

THE LORD IS GOOD TO ALL, AND HIS TENDER MERECIES ARE OVER ALL HIS WORKS. PSALM 145:9 NKJV 


